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sufficient effect, had it comd to pass; not everywhere to the
same degree as in Prussia, but nevertheless in a degree
which would everywhere have supplied the need of a police
force, if the princes had had the courage to appoint minis-
ters who would have stood up for their cause firmly and
openly. This was not the case in Prussia in the summer
of 1848; but, in November, immediately upon the King's
resolve to appoint ministers who were prepared to support
the prerogative without regard to parliamentary decisions,
the whole bugbear had vanished, and the only danger re-
maining was lest the return stroke should exceed the meas-
ure of reason. In the other North German states there
were not even such conflicts as the Brandenburg ministry
had to encounter in individual provincial towns. Even in
Bavaria and Wurtemberg, despite anti-monarchical minis-
ters, the monarchy proved ultimately stronger than the
revolution.

When the King declined the imperial crown on April
3, 1849, but drew from the decree of the Frankfort As-
sembly a ' title' of whose value he was well aware, he
was principally moved to do this because of the revolu-
tionary, or at any rate parliamentary source of the offer,
and because of the Frankfort parliament's lack of a legiti-
mate mandate, owing to the want of acquiescence on the
part of the ruling houses. But even if all these defects
had been absent, at any rate in the King's view, neverthe-
less a continuation and invigoration of the institutions of
the Empire, such as took place under the Emperor Wil-
liam, was scarcely to be expected during his reign. The
wars which the latter sovereign waged would not have
been avoided; only they would have come about after the

constitution of the Empire as a consequence thereof, and
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